The picture opposite was
a self portrait by Alfred
Wainwright (AW) taken
at Thornton Force on
the final day of his
Pennine Journey.
The manner and time taken, bearing in mind
that it was taken part way through a day with
23 miles to walk and over 3300ft of ascent, is
wonderfully described in a full paragraph on
pages 202/3 of ‘A Pennine Journey’, which brings
out AW’s sense of humour.
The picture of St. Oswald’s Church, Horton in
Ribblesdale, below must have been drawn before
he set out on the first day of his journey as he
only left Settle in the early afternoon with a 17.5
miles walk and nearly 3000 ft to climb. It was
posted to a colleague from Blackburn Town Hall,
Laurence Wolstenholme, on the following day
and is believed to be his first landscape drawing.
Eric Robson, chairman of the Wainwright Society,
who interviewed AW for his BBC TV appearances
in the 1980’s said recently that in his opinion ‘A
Pennine Journey’ was Alfred Wainwright’s ‘best
single book ......... a wonderful piece of writing’.

THE PENNINE JOURNEY SUPPORTERS CLUB .......
......... was formed on 31st March
2012 when it took over from
The Wainwright Society as the
‘Responsible Organisation’ for the
Pennine Journey.
The Supporters Club will concentrate
on promoting and supporting the
Pennine Journey route so that this
tribute to AW becomes permanent.
This will certainly be the case once the route has been fully
waymarked and then marked on future Ordnance Survey
maps.
To help us in our role in promoting the Pennine Journey why
not consider joining the Supporters Club? More details can
be found on our website at www.penninejourney.org.uk

A PENNINE JOURNEY
Edited by David Pitt

This illustrated guide is a re-creation of the
Pennine Journey adapted for today’s roads
and rights-of-way, taking a route that
AW may have chosen if he was planning
it today. This labour of love is essential
for those who wish to follow in AW’s
footsteps.
ISBN: 9780711230835
www.franceslincoln.co.uk

A PENNINE JOURNEY
by Alfed Wainwright

This is the story of a solitary walk through
the Pennines made by A. Wainwright in
September 1938. With the world on the
brink of war, Wainwright found solace in
the desolate moors and the song of larks
high above the tranquil landscape.
ISBN: 9780711223998
www.franceslincoln.co.uk

A Pennine Journey
FROM SETTLE TO HADRIAN’S WALL
IN WAINWRIGHT’S FOOTSTEPS
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A PENNINE JOURNEY ROUTE OVERVIEW
The Pennine Journey is a challenging circular
walk, 247 miles long, passing through the
wonderful variety of terrain and scenery that
the north of England offers.

For full details on the
walk, the latest news,
route updates, trip
reports and a whole
lot more visit www.
penninejourney.org.uk

Starting in the market town of Settle in North
Yorkshire, the route heads north on the eastern
side of the Pennines through the Yorkshire
Dales and moorland stretches of County
Durham before arriving at Hadrian’s Wall. This
World Heritage site, in the Northumberland
National Park, is followed for 21 miles until the
route heads south on the western side of the
Pennines.

You can also follow the Pennine Journey by ‘liking’
our page on Facebook and if you have a Twitter
account then ‘follow’ us @penninejourney

After traversing the Pennines just below
the highest point of Cross Fell, it enters and
travels down the Eden valley before skirting
the Howgill Fells and arriving back in Settle.
The walk is divided into 18 daily stages of varying
length and offers a choice of possibilities. It can
be undertaken as one continuous walk, split
into two stages of roughly 120 miles each or
divided into three stages – eastern, northern
and western – of around 80 miles each.

The route maps of Ron Scholes and the illustrations
by Colin Bywater within the Pennine Journey guide
book (examples of which are on this leaflet) were
inspired by Alfred Wainwright’s Pictorial Guides to
the Lakeland fells and also the Pennine Way and
Coast to Coast Walk long distance footpaths.

